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January has seen us say our farewells to Bishop William before he 

retires at the end of the month.  He 
conducted his last service at North Rode 

as Rector on Sunday 13th January, which 
was well supported. On behalf of the 

congregation Jerry Howarth made a 
presentation to him of a framed past 
photograph 

of the 
church and 

a cheque to 
cover don-
ations, and 

his talented 
family sang a Goodbye song they had 

composed.  This was followed by 
wine, a much-acclaimed cake and 
other sustenance. 

In the 4 years since the Gawsworth benefice was formed he has 
been an exceptional pastor in the village, especially to those in 

need, whether because of bereavement or illness.  He always 
supported fund-raising events, and the curry evening he 
organised was much enjoyed.  He and Kate will be moving to 

Henbury, so we are delighted that they won’t be far away. His 
successor will find he’s a hard act to follow! 

 
Interregnum Services 
We aim to hold three services a month during the interregnum, 

subject to availability of retired clergy and lay readers to take 
them.     

 
Gawsworth Church Study Group 
The next meeting for the Gawsworth Study Group will be held on 

11th February at 2pm in Gawsworth Parish Room and the speaker 
for both February and March will be Canon Paul Moulton.  



 
Dates for your Diary 

Friday (not Saturday) 8th February 8pm, Broken Cross Club 
SK10 8TU: Wychcraft Big Band Extravaganza. Tickets £10 

from Margin Music, http://wychcraft.org/ or 07712 899305. There 
will be a bar, and a raffle in aid of East Cheshire Hospice.  Their 

sell-out local concert last year at Gawsworth raised £1300 for the 
hospice. 
Sunday 30th June: Norman and Bronwen Bebington have very 

kindly offered the use of a marquee in their garden on for a church 
fundraising lunch. Suggestions for some original entertainment 

will be welcomed. 
 
Festive Fundraising 

Congratulations to Rose and Peter Brocklehurst and family on 
raising £2500 for the cardiac unit at Alder Hey Children’s Hospital 

at the Ladderstile Festive Fundraiser before Christmas. It was a 
wet, cold and windy night but we all soon warmed up in their 
lambing shed and it was a great evening! They also kindly donated 

£300 to North Rode Church. 
 

Birthday wishes 
A VERY HAPPY 18TH BIRTHDAY on 8th February to Flo Bullock. Do 
let us know if there is a special birthday or anniversary in your 

family – it’s always fun to share the news. 
 

Welcome 
We extend a warm welcome to Geoff and Lynn Petts who have 
moved into the Locks’ house in Bank Lane. 

 
Monthly Reports 

 
WI Notes 
The January afternoon meeting was opened by the 

President Bronwen Bebington and we welcomed Paul 
and Nick Bianchi from Arighi Bianchis Macclesfield. They are very 

amusing and enthusiastic men who told us of the history of the 
famous shop in Macclesfield. The firm has been in existence since 
1854 and is still family owned and run. They began trading with a 



horse and cart and trying to sell barometers to local farmers. The 
ancestors chose Macclesfield as it was a Silk town and the first 

Arighi had come from Lake Como which was also known for silk. 
In 1988 they opened their Coffee Shop which has proved very 

popular. Pam Robinson gave the vote of thanks for a very 
entertaining talk. Thanks were also expressed to Lindsay for the 

table flowers, Bronwen for the Raffle and various people who 
provided the lovely refreshments sandwiches, cakes etc. Gladys 
Dines won the raffle prize. The competition for a local photo of 

Bygone Days was won  by Pauline Croft with Lindsay Kelly second. 
The team entered for the County Quiz in February at Smallwood 

was announced.  
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 12th February when Rebecca 
Done will be our Speaker and the Competition will be a bowl of 

hyacinths.  All visitors are very welcome on the second Tuesday 
at Eaton Hall and Community Centre  

 
Marton School News 
Mrs Deakin writes:  

Happy New Year Friends 
We hope you have all enjoyed the Christmas holidays and wish 

you all the very best wishes for the New Year ahead. 
We have returned to school and routine and all feel ready for the 
new term ahead. Out theme this term is AGAPE (Love) and we 

have many exciting activities planned culminating in our Christian 
Values Day on 27th March.  

Our year 4 children are busy preparing for their residential trip in 
February and looking forward to that. Let’s hope the weather stays 
fine for them.  

After Christmas we always enjoy our post-holiday theatre trip and 
next week we are off to see The Wind in the Willows production. 

This trip is always kindly supported by our Friends and Family 
(PTA) who fund the school transport for this production. Our 
Friends and Family raised over £2500 from the Christmas fair and 

everyone agreed this was a great success.  
In December we also took part in the Snowman Sprint for East 

Cheshire Hospice raising £585.50 for this very worthy charity and 
it was great fun indeed!  
With best wishes to you and your families.  


